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As the Valley’s Hispanic population g ains affluence,
humehuﬂdﬂam catering to the tre:nd by placing

half-million-dollar homes next to blighted barrios.
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“If you look at

stu

es of where

people live as op-

damned hut,” he says, while instructing
his own Hispanic housekeepers - two
women the couple considers “family”
but laments can’t afford to live in its posh
suburb - in Spanish. "That’s becanse the
wealthy Mexican likes to keep his help
close by.”

In the Palomine area, that means liv-
ing close to the day laborers, something
Salvador Reza, the well-known migrant
workers’ activist who overseées the Mace-
hualli Work Center, attests not all Anolos
are willing to do. After all, it takes some
lmowledge of Spanish to know Macehu-
alli translates to “those who deserve hon-
or for their work.”

“It's idealistic to think if you bring
nice houses in, people feel better,” Reza
says. “But if you don't solve the immigra-
tion debate, it'll never work. You can’t
have a stabie neighborbood without a
stable population.”

Homebuilder Sherry Vallejos, whose 36-unit Palomino Casitas
was the first of the nicer duplexes to go into that neighberhood,
rejects the notion that she's building mini-MexMansions designed
mainly to keep Paloming’s upwardly mobile Hispanics from fleeing
the area.

"To me, it’s an appealing piace for anybody to live,” insists the
builder, who has remained an enthusiastic cheerleader for the dis-
trict, “Ifyou look at how elose it is to schools, its access to the free-
ways and city services, it = attractive for a lot of young families. And
the multiculturalism that & provided there is, to me, just such a
positive addition.”

Still, with the nearsst grocery store being a Food City and the
streets lined with panaderizs, carnicerfas and Latino ice cream
pushcants, living in the areas requires the average Anglo to abandon
the security of feeling pan of the majority population - something
Vallejos believes, hapyily, finally is beginning to happen.

most

a crash

posed to where
they work and
ou find
glos use
their home as
pad. The
Hispanics — and

shopﬁ

also African-
Americans — tend

to stay In.
community.”

Mario Romero, Valley Realtor

“A lot of young people especially
are embracing diversity, and that’s re-
ally what makes a community,” she says.
*Plus, now we have so many mixed fami-
lies who are creating incredibly gifted
children, Can we really say ‘Latino fami-
lies’ or ‘Anglo families’ anymore?”

Wayne Miiller calls the non-Hispanic
population around such neighborhoods
“Latino-adjacent,” and the definitions
for the term could inspire a whole new
line of Hispanic-inspired Jeff Foxworthy
jokes.

“I think we are all heading in that
direction, either by choice or through
the simple immersion of daily life,” says
Miiller, himself a produet of 100 percent
German ancestry who served on the po-
lice force in Palomino for a while before
hecoming so immersed in the music of
the neighborhood that he left to play
drums in a Cuban band. “We are all Latino-adjacent.”

Whoever inay be moving into the bigger homes around Palomi-
no, the revitalization already has had a positive effect on the popu-
lation most cherished in ail Latino neighborhoods: the children.

“Now you hear the kids telling their friends, ‘We moved into a
housel’ or ‘We bought a new townhome!™ says Molly Kemp, grant
manager at Palomino Elementary School. “And that cpens up pos-
sibilities. We do field trips where we take the kids to ASU. Because
if you tell kids they need to go to college, but they can't visualize it,
it’s hard to reach for that goal.

“Well, now they can also visualize what it’s like to own & nice
home, because they see it all around them. And that gives them a
broader sense of what they can achieve. Right here, in their own
neighborhood.”

in the

— Jimmy Magahern can be
reached at phxmag@citieswestpub.com.
rm
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